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About CLES

• The national organisation for local economies

• Progressive economics for people, planet and place

• Thinking and doing, to achieve social justice and 
effective public services



We need an inclusive economy



We need a sustainable, inclusive 
economy



Time for a new approach to economic 
development!

• People-based approach to local economic development that aims to 
increase the flow of wealth back into local economies.  

• Aims to build wealth from within through collaboration so that it is not simply 
extracted but redirected back into communities for example:
✓ Greater diversity of economic ownership
✓ Decent work, training and progression 
✓ More small businesses, start-ups, co-ops, social enterprise. 

• Outcomes: generative as opposed to an extractive economies where people 
experience higher levels of economic and social justice. 



Plural and democratic ownership of 
economy



The power of anchor institutions 



Community wealth building: 
five key principles





Sources of support and information

• The Community Wealth Building Centre of 
Excellence | CLES

• Own the future: A guide for new local economies 

• Growing anchor networks in place: a how to guide | 
CLES

• Restoring public values: the role of public 
procurement | CLES

• Blog | CLES – access to CLES podcasts 

https://cles.org.uk/the-community-wealth-building-centre-of-excellence/
https://cles.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Own-the-future-revised-mutuals-copy.pdf
https://cles.org.uk/publications/growing-anchor-networks-in-place-a-how-to-guide/
https://cles.org.uk/publications/restoring-public-values-the-role-of-public-procurement/
https://cles.org.uk/blog/
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