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London Borough of Barnet

Barnet is an outer London 

Borough  

It has the second biggest 

population of all 32 

boroughs, after Croydon

c. 33% of the borough is 

green/ open space. This 

includes parks, cemeteries, 

allotments, designated sites 

etc.



London Borough of Barnet

• Kat set up an internal food 

growing working group which 

included:

Greenspaces

Public health

Tree team

Barnet Homes



Food Growing in Barnet

Existing Food Growing Organisations in 

Barnet



Potential Funding

‘The Barnet Prevention Fund’ – internal funding held by Public Health

It was set up to provide seed money for pilot projects to put prevention 

principles into practice

Examples of projects commissioned in 22/23 and 23/24 cover:

avoiding homelessness,

promoting road safety,  

testing energy efficient measures,

supporting children and young people with autism.



Project Idea

“The best way to ensure that residents can live 

healthy and fulfilling lives, in safe and thriving 

communities, is to tackle problems before they 

arise – a focus on prevention.”

Teaching people how to 

grow food and run their 

own growing space

Barnet Community Food Growing Network – 

Leadership Programme



Budget

Local Community Growers will be paid for 4 hours a 

week throughout the 12 months for their time developing 

the training materials and delivering the training.
4 people x 4 hours x 52 weeks @£30

£24,960

Site preparation:  Greenspaces team will use their 

existing contractors for these small-scale works.

£3,000 x 4 sites

£12,000

Community Events:  1 at each of the 4 sites £2,400

Training materials £400

Tools £4,000

TOTAL COST: £43,760



Selecting the Sites

Areas deficient in access to nature Areas of deprivation



Selecting the Sites



Recruiting Participants

• Leaflets & Posters

• Social Media

• Councillors

• Barnet First 

• Existing Networks



Course Content



Freehold Community Centre



Church Farm Open Space



Church Farm Open Space



Montrose Park



Montrose Park



Basing Hill



Lessons Learnt

• Diverse mix of people – 170 people 

applied

• Day/times of sessions resulted in 

dropouts

• No screening of participants

•  

• Objective not quite met

• Little/no vandalism occurred 



Next Steps

• Connecting participants with spaces

• Apply lessons learnt to new project 

• Send out surveys to participants 

• Apply for funding for next year



Questions?
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